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                                                         Advisory Board

Meeting Minutes

May 10, 2012
Board Members Present: Members present were Mary Burgess (Vice-Chairperson), Todd Gold (Secretary/Treasurer), Ann Kowalczyk, Craig Miller and Alicia Sullivan. Members present via conference circuit were Diane Browning, and Rochelle Jones. Others Present: Angelo Rella (TAF Administrator) and Mary Goralski (TAF Analyst) David Cramer (NYPSC).
1. Mary Burgess, Vice-Chairperson, called the meeting to order and took a roll call.  A quorum was present and the meeting proceeded. 

2. The Board welcomed new Board Member Rochelle Jones, from tw telecom, representing CLECs.

3. The Board reviewed the minutes of the February 7, 2012 Board meeting.  Hearing no changes, a motion was made by Alicia Sullivan and seconded by Todd Gold to adopt the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
4. Angelo gave an overview of organizational changes at TAF. Effective March 27, 2012, John Flack is no longer with TAF. Angelo Rella is now the TAF Administrator and TAF Manager.

5. The TAF Administrative Expense Summary Reports for the months of January 2012 through March 2012 were reviewed. Angelo told the Board that the Treasurer (Todd Gold) had discussed these reports with him earlier and Todd acknowledged that was so.  Angelo indicated that expenses are at a steady state, remaining at or below budget. There were no questions. A motion was made by Ann Kowalcyzk and seconded by Todd Gold to approve the expense reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.  
6. The January 2012 through March 2012 Monthly Assessment Summaries were presented.  Angelo provided an explanation of these reports. He indicated the assessment ratios for January and February were consistent with past trends. March assessment ratio was an anomaly due to a cost adjustment from a large company.  Angelo anticipates slightly increased Lifeline costs once the interim federal flat rate $9.25 Lifeline reimbursement takes effect.  There was discussion that this may be offset by the Federal program to reduce duplicate Lifeline subscriptions. A motion was made by Alicia Sullivan and seconded by Ann Kowalczyk to approve the reports as presented.  The motion was approved by the Board unanimously.
7. Angelo gave an update on Captioned Telephone. He advised that in March 2012, there were 1,833 Captioned Telephones used in NY. He indicated that usage is remaining steady or slightly declining. This is due to the availability and use of web-based Captel, which is funded at the Federal level.
8. There was a review of Revenue, Cost and Assessment Ratio Charts. Revenues continue to decrease and Costs continue to rise. Angelo noted that E911 costs are higher due to additional new costs from a larger company which were approved for TAF reimbursement by the NY PSC.
9. Angelo gave an update on the Telecommunications Relay Service RFP.  He advised that the current contract expires June 30, 2013. Currently the Ad Hoc Committee is reviewing the draft RFP that Angelo prepared. Once this is reviewed, it will be sent to the Board for informational purposes, then on to the NYPSC. 
10. There was discussion regarding the revisions to the TAF Manual. Dave Cramer will send a list of Lifeline eligible programs to TAF to aid in the revisions.  Copies of revised Manuals will be forwarded to the Board for their review prior to sending it to the  NYPSC.
11. Dave Cramer gave a NYPSC update. A Joint Proposal and Settlement Agreement for a resolution of the Phase II Issues in Case 09-M-0527 had been submitted to the Commission on May 8, 2012. On May 9, 2012 there was a Notice from the Secretary, suspending the briefing schedule and establishing that Statements in favor or opposition of the proposal are due by May 23, 2012. Replies are due by June 1, 2012.
12. The next regularly scheduled Board meeting will be on Tuesday, September 11, 2012, in Albany at the TAF offices starting at 11AM.

13. There being no other business, Rochelle Jones made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Ann Kowalczyk and approved unanimously by the Board.

